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NE RIEN ÉCRIRE DANS CE CADRE 

LISEZ ATTENTIVEMENT TOUT LE DOCUMENT

New £1 coin design, created by a teenager, 
revealed by Mint* 

From the topic Money, 18 March 2015 

The new £1 coin will feature a drawing by a 15-year-old who has won a competition to 
design the "tails" side. 

David Pearce, from Walsall, was told the news by Chancellor George Osborne, who said the 
image would be "recognised by millions in the years ahead". 

It features the four plants associated with the four nations that make up the UK. 

The new coin has the same shape as the old 12-sided threepence piece (3d) - not used since 
1971. 5 

"I was really excited to hear that I had won the competition to 
design the new £1 coin but hugely shocked as well," said 
David. "I heard about the competition through my design 
teacher at school and I thought I had nothing to lose so I 
decided to enter. I spent a lot of time researching what coin 10 

designs looked like and what sort of designs would represent 
all parts of the UK before submitting my idea and I honestly 
cannot believe I have won." 

His design features the leek, thistle, shamrock and rose, 
coming out of a royal coronet, or crown. 15 

The Chancellor rang the teenager to tell him the news."Designing the new £1 coin was a brilliant 
opportunity to leave a lasting legacy on what will be the most secure coin in circulation 
anywhere," he said. "The competition captured the imagination of thousands of people and 
David Pearce's winning design will be recognised by millions in the years ahead.It was fantastic 
to congratulate him and other young entrants in person in Downing Street." 20 

David beat competition from more than 6,000 entries and will see his design in circulation in 
2017. 

The £1 is being replaced for the first time in more than 30 years because of fears it is now easier 
to counterfeit. It will become the most secure coin in circulation because of its bi-metallic 
construction and new anti-counterfeiting technology, the Royal Mint* says. 25 

*Royal Mint: Government company producing coins. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/31938400/new-1-coin-design-created-by-a-teenager-revealed-by-mint

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/topics/money
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/31938400/new-1-coin-design-created-by-a-teenager-revealed-by-mint
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NE RIEN ÉCRIRE DANS CE CADRE 

COMPRÉHENSION 
 

1. Dites si les affirmations suivantes sont vraies ou fausses. Cochez la case correspondante 
et justifiez toutes vos réponses en citant le passage du texte approprié. (5 points) 
 

a) David Pierce’s teacher told him that he had won the competition.  Vrai  Faux 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

b) The other coin with the same shape, the threepence coin, has been used since 1971. 

   Vrai  Faux 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

c) There were six hundred applicants for this competition.   Vrai  Faux 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

d) The current £1 coin has already been replaced since the 1980s.  Vrai  Faux 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

e) The new £1 coin will be made of two different metals.  Vrai  Faux 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
2. Répondez en français aux questions suivantes. Rédigez vos réponses. (3 points) 
 

a) Pourquoi David Pierce a-t-il choisi ces 4 symboles pour figurer sur la pièce ? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

b) Comment a-t-il eu connaissance de ce concours ? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

c) Pourquoi veulent-ils changer la pièce d’une livre? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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NE RIEN ÉCRIRE DANS CE CADRE 

 

COMPÉTENCES LINGUISTIQUES 
 

1. Complétez les énoncés suivants avec le pronom relatif qui convient : WHEN / THAT / 
WHO / WHICH / WHERE (2,5 points) 
 
a) David Pearce,  ……………….. is the winner of this competition, is only 15 years old. 

b) I remember the time ……………….. we used halfpence coins and shillings. 

c) The new £1 coin, ……………….. will be released soon, has twelve sides. 

d) The Royal Mint is the place ……………….. they manufacture coins in Britain. 

e) The Chancellor said ……………….. David’s design would be recognised by millions of people. 

 

2. Conjuguez le verbe entre parenthèses à la forme qui convient. (1,5 point) 

a) If I was rich, I (buy) …………………………………. this beautiful house. 

b) My sister (go) …………………………………. to London two years ago. 

c) I (visit) ……………………… never ……………………  Scotland but I’m planning to go next year. 

 

3. Posez les questions correspondant aux informations soulignées. (2 points) 

a) The new coin will be released in 2017. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

b) The competition lasted six months. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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NE RIEN ÉCRIRE DANS CE CADRE 

EXPRESSION ÉCRITE 
 

Les Etats-Unis souhaitent changer le billet de 1$ et ont demandé aux jeunes de proposer 
une illustration qui symbolise leur pays. Votre projet doit comporter un minimum de deux 
symboles. Expliquez vos choix et justifiez-les dans un paragraphe d’une soixantaine de 
mots (minimum).            (6 points) 
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