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AN AMERICAN HERO 

A farewell1 to Sally Ride, the first US woman to travel to space 

Sally Ride made history onboard the space shuttle Challenger in 
1983. On Monday, she died at the age of 61. 

Not long ago, few little girls imagined they could grow up to become 
astronauts. For years in the United States, only men had that 5 
opportunity. In 1983, that changed. Sally Ride made history by 
becoming the first American woman to travel into space. 

A Shining Star  

Ride became interested in space when she was a kid. “If you asked me when I was 12 whether I 
wanted to be an astronaut, I’m sure I would have said yes,” she said in a 2010 interview. 10 

After studying physics in college and graduate school, Ride got her chance. She was accepted into 
NASA’s astronaut training program in 1978, and then chosen to be the first American female in 
space. In1983, she blasted2 into space aboard the Challenger shuttle. “There is no amusement 
park ride on Earth that even comes close,” she said.  

Ride returned to space on the Challenger a second time in 1984. Between the two missions, she 15 
spent a total of 343 hours in orbit. After that, she remained involved with the space program and 
also worked to share her passion for science with kids. She wrote five science books for children, 
and started her own science education company. 

Her Legacy Lives On 

Since Ride’s historic trip, more than 40 other American women have traveled to space. They all 20 
had Ride to thank for opening the door to the final frontier. 

"Sally was a national hero and a powerful role model,” President Barack Obama said in a 
statement. “She inspired generations of young girls to reach for the stars."

 

Time for kids, July 24, 2012 
 

Vocabulary help :  1. farewell : adieu  2. to blast : être propulsé 
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TRAVAIL À FAIRE PAR LE CANDIDAT 
 
 

COMPRÉHENSION 
 
 

I. Lisez le document et complétez le paragraphe suivant :                                    (2,5 points) 
 

This document is an ………………….……… about Sally Ride, the first American 

…………………………………………. who traveled into ………………………………… in 

………………………… . She ………….................................... in July 2012.  

 
II. Complétez le tableau suivant à l'aide des informations du texte.                      (2,5 points) 

 

Name Sally Ride 

Job  

Employer  

Name of the shuttle  

Number of missions  

Time in space  

 

 

III. Les affirmations suivantes sont-elles vraies (RIGHT) ou fausses (WRONG) ? Cochez la 
bonne case. Justifiez votre réponse en recopiant le passage du texte qui a guidé votre 
choix.                                                                                                                           (5 points) 

 
  RIGHT WRONG 

1. Before 1983, only men travelled to space.   � � 

 ……………………………………………………………………..……..……   

 ……………………………………………………………………..……..……   

2. When she was young, Sally Ride wanted to teach Physics. ���� ���� 

 ……………………………………………………………………..……..……   

 ……………………………………………………………………..……..……   
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  RIGHT WRONG 

3. She didn’t train before going to space. ���� ���� 

 ……………………………………………………………………..……..……   

 ……………………………………………………………………..……..……   

4. After the missions, she transmitted her experience to children. ���� ���� 

 ……………………………………………………………………..……..……   

 ……………………………………………………………………..……..……   

5. Today it’s more common for women to travel to space. ���� ���� 

 ……………………………………………………………………..……..……   

 ……………………………………………………………………..……..……   
 

 
 

COMPÉTENCE LINGUISTIQUE 
 
 
 

I. Barack Obama s’exprime à propos du décès de Sally Ride en mettant en avant son 
exemplarité. Mettez les adjectives entre parenthèses au superlatif.     

 (3 points)               
 

Sally Ride was a national hero and one of the ........................................................ (famous) women 

of her time. She was the ......................................................... (good) example of a woman’s success 

for generations of young girls. She will remain one of the ........................................................... 

(great) symbols of America. 

 
 

II. Un journaliste raconte l’évolution de la conquête de l’espace. Mettez les verbes entre 
parenthèses à la forme et au temps exigés par le contexte.                    (3 points)               

 
The space conquest ………………………………….. (to start) in the 20th century when the Russians 

…………………………………. (to send) the first man around the Earth. However, the Americans 

……………… (to be) the first to land and ……………………………. (to walk) on the Moon. Now all 

attention ……………………. (to focus) on Mars, the Red Planet. Some scientists even hope that 

they …………………………………….. (to set up) a human colony there one day. 
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EXPRESSION ECRITE 
 

 

Rédigez EN ANGLAIS un paragraphe d’environ 50 mots dans lequel vous répondrez à la 
question suivante :                                                                                                         (4 points) 

 
Do you think women can do any type of job. Why?  

 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….............. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….............. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….............. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….............. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….............. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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